“Quito Report”

The Ministers and High Level Authorities of Indigenous Affairs and/or their  delegates, representatives of the Ministries of External Relations and other agencies of the Governments of Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Guyana and Suriname, with the absence of Colombia, Peru and Venezuela, Member Countries of the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization - ACTO, met on 03-05 June 2009 in the city of Quito, Republic of Ecuador, on occasion of the "Regional Amazon Workshop on Indigenous Peoples Living in Isolation and Initial Contact." 

Representatives of the Amazonian Parliament - PARLAMAZ, the Coordinator of Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon Basin - COICA, and the Association of Amazonian Universities – UNAMAZ,  participated as special guests (the complete list of participants can be found in the Annex). 

The meeting aimed to “Identify and collect public policies and activities being implemented in the Member Countries of ACTO to protect indigenous peoples living in isolation and initial contact and to develop an agenda for indigenous topics within ACTO”.

The ACTO Coordinator for Indigenous Affairs, Mr. Jan Tawjoeran, began the Workshop by informing the participants of the objectives.

The Minister Coordinator of Natural and Cultural Heritage of Ecuador, Mrs. Doris Soliz, gave an introduction to Ecuador's policy for the protection of indigenous peoples living in isolation and initial contact. She concluded by wishing the participants a very productive workshop.

The Vice Minister of External Relations of Ecuador, Ambassador Lautaro Pozo, inaugurated the Workshop on behalf of the Government of Ecuador.

 The representatives of the Member Countries presented reports on their ethnographic scenarios, their different viewpoints, the constitutional and legal standards and legislation in force in each country, the governmental policies and institutional structure responsible for protecting these groups, and the main programs, projects and activities developed. 

From the presentations the delegations learned that the ethnographic and social realities differ, as do the concepts and definitions of isolated indigenous populations, those in recent contact, in remote contact or living in areas of difficult access.

The participants agreed on the importance of ACTO as a dialogue space to strengthen exchange and cooperation between the governments for the development of policies to protect indigenous peoples living in isolation and initial contact. 

They also highlighted the importance of COICA in ensuring that actions geared towards formulating policies for the protection of indigenous peoples living in isolation and initial contact are framed within international conventions such as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Convention 169 of the International Labour Organization, and other international instruments. 

In this sense, they agreed to urge ACTO to:

Work with its Member Countries in designing, implementing and monitoring public policies for the protection of indigenous peoples living in isolation and initial contact.
Gather, store and disseminate the information systematized by the Member Countries on advances in protecting indigenous peoples living in isolation and initial contact, as well as support the production and systematization of relevant information requested by the Member Countries by creating a Regional Information System. 

Create and promote spaces for dialogue and exchange of experiences at the binational, regional and multilateral levels to stimulate the formulation of legal instruments and actions between the Member Countries. 

Encourage the Member Countries to open national and regional spaces for effective participation of local, national and regional indigenous organizations, as well as other civil-society organizations committed to the protection of the indigenous peoples living in isolation and Initial contact.

Promote information and consultation processes with the indigenous organizations of its Member Countries on protection of indigenous peoples living in isolation and initial contact.

Promote exchange spaces and other efforts to strengthen capacities among the actors involved and connected with the topic (capacity-building and training, among others).

Promote intersectoral and interinstitutional relations at the national level within the Member Countries as a strategy to address the topic of indigenous peoples living in isolation and initial contact. 

Request  the Coordinating Commission of the Amazon Cooperation Council- CCOOR, of ACTO to create of Permanent Subcommission on Indigenous Peoples in Isolation and Initial Contact, pursuant to the concerted recommendation published in the Georgetown Report of September 2008.

Encourage civil society organizations to set up a Regional Observatory for Indigenous Peoples Living in Isolation and Initial Contact, that makes it possible to monitor protection policies and generate early warnings regarding undesired contacts and external interventions capable of affecting their territories, pursuant to the concerted recommendation published in the Georgetown Report of September 2008.

Furthermore, the delegates:

Recognize the role of Parlamaz as a liaison between the national congresses, assemblies and parliaments to reconcile national and regional policies related to the protection of indigenous peoples living in isolation and initial contact.

Recognize the role of Unamaz in promoting research, disseminating and transmitting the knowledge dialogue, and offering capacity-building for indigenous peoples and other tribal communities.

Recognize COICA as the coordinating sphere for the indigenous organizations of the Amazon Basin to protect indigenous peoples living in isolation and initial contact.

Propose for the next meetings on peoples living in isolation and initial contact to include experts from Paraguay invited as guests to share their experiences on the matter. 

The Surinamese Delegation offers to host the next workshop on traditional knowledge in accordance with the ACTO Regional Indigenous Agenda. 

The delegates also: 
Request the CCOOR to put in practice the “Quito Report” together with the Permanent Secretariat of ACTO, informing on its implementation within a period of six months and periodically after that.

Request the new Secretary General of ACTO to take the “Quito Report” to the Third Summit of Heads of State of the Amazon Countries and make sure that its provisions are taken into account in the Amazon Charter project currently being analyzed by the Member Countries.

The Ministers and High Level Authorities of Indigenous Affairs and/or their  delegates, representatives of the Ministries of External Relations and other agencies of the Governments of Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Guyana and Suriname, as well as the special guests,  representatives of UNAMAZ, PARLAMAZ and COICA, express their gratitude to the Government of the Republic of Ecuador, particularly to the Ministries of External Relations, and Trade and Integration in the person of Minister Fander Falconí, and Vice Minister Ambassador Lautaro Pozo and the Ministers of Environment, Marcela Aguiñaga, and Natural  and Cultural Heritage, Doris Soliz, for their hospitality, commitment and support to the organization and for hosting the “Regional Amazon Workshop on Indigenous Peoples Living in Isolation and Initial Contact”.

Quito, Republic of Ecuador, 5 June 2009.
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